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Ministry [sic]. Lastly, our countrymen need have no fear as to the
future, Many things are possible; they are highly improbable. It
is possible that the Supreme Court may interpret the law as the
Mercury has. It is possible, though highly improbable, that any
future Government or even the present Government would com-
mit a breach of the promise deliberately made. Surely, in those
circumstances, with the clearest conscience and with the fullest
justification before the world, Indians can make use of the same
irresistible weapon of Passive Resistance, as they have hitherto done.

Indian Opinion, 22-7-1914

376. FAREWELL LETTER

[GAPE TOWN,
July 18, 191f\

I would like, on the eve of my departure for India, to say a
few words to my countrymen in South Africa, and also to the
European community. The kindness with which both European
and Indian friends have overwhelmed me sends me to India a
debtor to them. It is a debt I shall endeavour to repay by ren-
dering in India what services I am capable of rendering there; and
if, in speaking about the South African Indian question, I am ob-
liged to refer to the injustices which my countrymen have received
and may hereafter receive, I promise that I shall never wilfully
exaggerate, and shall state the truth and nothing but the truth.

A word about the Settlement, and what it means. In my
humble opinion, it is the Magna Charta of our liberty in this land,
I give it the historic name, not because it gives us rights which we
have never enjoyed and which are in themselves new or striking,
but because it has come to us after eight years' strenuous suffer-
ing, that has involved the loss of material possessions and of pre-
cious lives* I call it our Magna Gharta because it marks a change
in the policy of the Government towards us and establishes our
right not only to be consulted in matters affecting us, but to have
our reasonable wishes respected. It moreover confirms the theory
of the British Constitution that there should be no legal racial in-
equality between different subjects of the Grown, no matter how
much practice may vary according to local circumstance. Above
all, the Settlement may well be called our Magna Gharta, because

1 GandhijI released this to Renter's Agent at Cape Town. Addressed to
Indians and Europeans in. South Africa, it was also published in Rand Deify
20-7-1914, ami The Transvaal Lwkr, 24-7-1914.